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1 LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
The Dorset region is an area of approximately 2,700 square kilometres, covering a 

coastal area from Bellingham in the west to south of Musselroe Bay in the east. The 

council boundary closely follows catchment area boundaries with the ridge of the 

southern mountain ranges of Mt. Arthur, Mt. Scott, Mt. Maurice, Mt. Victoria, Mt. 

Albert forming the boundary to the south before the boundary then cuts northeast to 

the Township of Weldborough and east to the Great Musselroe River, then east to 

follow Cray Creek in the Mt. William National Park. 

 

The Great Forester River catchment is an area of 517 square kilometres, originating 

on the northern slopes of Mount Maurice (1,120 metres elevation). The Great Forester 

River flows in a northerly direction east of Scottsdale to the Waterhouse region when 

it turns and flows in a westerly direction and flows into Bass Strait east of Bridport. 

The last section of the Great Forester River was changed in 1923 by Adams Cut, 

which was constructed to drain marshlands for agriculture, and outflows the river in 

Andersons Bay instead of the original Trent Water at Bridport. 

 

The Little Forester River catchment is an area of 342 square kilometres. The Little 

Forester River originates in the Sideling Range (481 metres elevation), and flows in a 

northerly direction east of Scottsdale and into Bass Strait west of Bridport. 

 

The Brid River catchment is an area of 263 square kilometres, originating in the 

Mount Scott area (984 metres elevation) and the Brid River flows in a northerly 

direction west of Scottsdale to Bass Strait at Bridport. 

 

The Boobyalla-Tomahawk catchment is an area of 388 square kilometres, with both 

rivers originating in the Mount Horror area (676 metres elevation) and covers the 

Waterhouse/Tomahawk hinterland and coastal watershed, flowing into Ringarooma 

Bay. 

 

The Ringarooma River catchment is an area of 921 square kilometres and is the 

largest catchment in the Dorset region. The Ringarooma River originates in the 

Mathinna Plains, Mount Maurice and Mount Victoria areas (1200 metres elevation) 

and flows through a number of Townships and outfalls into the Boobyalla. 

 

The Great Musselroe River catchment is an area of 309 square kilometres. The Great 

Musselroe River originates in the Blue Tier area (900 metres elevation) and flows 

through State Forest in the upper reaches and outfalls into the Musselroe Bay estuary. 

The Dorset municipal boundary cuts across the Great Musselroe River catchment, 

dividing the catchment nearly in half excluding the eastern part of that catchment and 

resulting in an area of 160 square kilometres of the catchment in the Dorset region.  

Each catchment is a distinct entity encompassing varying landforms, land use, 

vegetation, and wildlife all linked by surface and ground water drainage.  
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The two terrestrial bioregions in the Dorset region are Flinders and Ben Lomond. The 

bioregions have been developed to classify major ecosystems in Australia. Each 

bioregion has a set of priority vegetation types and identified threats to those 

communities under the Tasmanian Vegetation Management Strategy. 

 

The Dorset Streamcare project has targeted the protection of natural resources in the 

Dorset region by assisting landholders to fence streamside and remnant native 

vegetation areas, providing off-stream stock watering points and strategic revegetation 

of streamside and native vegetation areas. Natural resource and catchment 

management groups in the Dorset region provide a strategic approach to natural 

resource management. On ground works in natural resource management are carried 

out by Landcare and Coastcare groups and Waterwatch in the region. 
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2 VEGETATION 
 

The vegetation of the Dorset region contains a number of vegetation communities and 

a considerable number of species. 

This field guide deals with the dominant species in the region and shows a 

representative of the vegetation communities occurring in the region. 

The native vegetation communities
1
 occurring in the region have been divided into six 

types and a further 23 sub-communities under the six main vegetation communities, 

as follows: 

 

1. Bush along watercourses or around wetlands (Riparian bush); 

2. Bush that is treeless (8 sub-communities); 

3. Bush with a tree layer made up of eucalypt trees (7 sub-communities); 

4. Bush with a tree layer made up of trees that are not eucalypts (6 sub-

communities); 

5. Marine plants (2 sub-communities) and 

6. Ferns and fern allies and non-vascular plants. 

 

These vegetation community types cover broadly the existing native vegetation 

community environment in the region. The Tasveg community classifications of 

DPIWE have been used for the terrestrial vegetation communities as these community 

types relate to other sections in this strategy such as fire frequencies in vegetation 

communities and vegetation community management prescriptions for each bioregion 

in the Dorset region. The area of each community has been calculated by Bushcare 

(M. Visoiu pers. comm.) with riparian bush been considered a vast variety of 

vegetation types and therefore captured in the areas of other vegetation community 

types. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Kirkpatrick and Gilfedder (1999) used for the vascular terrestrial vegetation 

communities. 
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2.1 Vegetation Communities 
 

2.1.1 Bush along watercourses or around wetlands  
Riparian bush 
Riparian bush is vegetation found along streams, creeks, rivers and wetlands. A 

variety of bush types make up riparian vegetation. Riparian bush may have a variety 

of understorey plants including native grasses, heath and scrub. On the edges of the 

water body there is often a strip of vegetation that is moisture-loving consisting of 

herbs, sedges, rushes and reeds that are periodically unindated. In the water bodies are 

aquatic plants (macrophytes) that may float or emerge through the water. 

 

2.1.2 Bush that is treeless  
Vegetation communities that are treeless have been divided into eight main types, as 

follows (280 square kilometres in Dorset region): 

 

Saltmarsh 
Saltmarsh occurs in areas that are periodically unindated by the sea. Different 

concentrations of salt from the position of saltmarsh flats determine the vegetation 

species. Succulent herbs and shrubs dominate in highly saline areas. Less saline areas 

consist of tussock rushes, tussock sedges, tussock grasses and non-succulent herbs. 

 

Dry coastal vegetation 
A community found on well-drained soils along the coast. Dry coastal vegetation can 

occur on sand dunes, cliffs and rocky shores and is dominated by plants confined to 

the coastal zone. The most common species in this vegetation community type are sea 

rockets, marram grass, coast fescue, coast Spinifex, boobyalla, coast wattle, coast 

beard-heath and coastal tea-tree. Found on coastal sand dunes, cliffs and rocky shores. 

 

Wetland 
Areas of shallow water that are usually flooded for at least part of the year are defined 

as wetlands. Wetlands occur from the coast to the highlands at low and high altitudes. 

Areas of marsh, fen and peatland in streams and around lakes are wetland types.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BEASTS, BUSH & BUGS ï a FIELD GUIDE for NE TASMANIA 

              DORSET NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  

9 

 

 

 

Riparian bush 

Lower reaches of the Boobyalla River. 

 

 

 

 

Dry Coastal Vegetation 

Waterhouse point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saltmarsh 

Great Musselroe River estuary. 

 

Wetland 

Rehabilitated wetland in the Mt. 

William National Park. 
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Bush that is treeless  
 

Buttongrass moorland 
This vegetation community is found on poorly drained and infertile soils. It occurs 

mostly in the lowland areas of western Tasmania. Buttongrass moorland is common 

in the Dorset region on poorly drained flats north of Scottsdale. Buttongrass moorland 

is less than two metres tall and is dominated by buttongrass hummocks with a rich 

mixture of shrubs, sedges and rushes in the hummock gaps. 

 

Lowland grassland 
Two types of lowland grassland occur in Tasmania; lowland silver tussock grassland 

(Poa spp.) and kangaroo grass tussock grassland (Themeda triandra). 

Lowland silver tussock grassland is generally found on alluvial river flats less than 

600 metres above sea level, it also occurs in coastal areas on sand ridges or next to 

wetlands. The dominant grass is silver tussock, which forms dense tussock to one 

metre in height. 

Kangaroo grass tussock grassland is found on well-drained, fertile valley floors in low 

rainfall, low altitude areas, it also occurs on shallow soils on well-drained hilltops and 

ridges. The dominant grass is kangaroo grass, which is a deep-rooted, summer 

growing, perennial grass. 

 

Heath 
Found close to the coast on highly infertile sandy plains. The Dorset region is a 

stronghold of heath vegetation in Tasmania. Heath is dominated by shrubs less than 

two metres tall in the tallest layer, with the most common dominant species being tea-

tree, paperbark, banksia, casuarina and grass-tree. 

 

Highland grassland 
Found in fertile valleys and plains between 600 metres above sea level and the lower 

limit of alpine vegetation (about 1000 metres above sea level). The dominant grass is 

silver tussock with a rich variety of wildflowers in the gaps between the tussocks. 

 

Alpine vegetation 
Found above the tree line in treeless areas and among subalpine forests (above 1000 

metres above sea level). The vegetation is less than two metres tall and dominated by 

small-leaved shrubs or hard-cushioned plants with some areas dominated by grasses, 

herbs or sedges. Alpine vegetation occurs on the higher peaks of the mountains in the 

southern area of the Dorset region. 
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Buttongrass moorland                 Silver tussock lowland grassland 

Banca road near Tomahawk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heath      

Northern end of the Mt. William 

National Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kangaroo grass lowland 

grassland 

Tobacco Hill on the Mareeba 

property, Waterhouse. 
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2.1.3 Bush with a tree layer made up of eucalypts  
Bush with a tree layer made up of eucalypt trees is divided into seven main sub-

communities of which 1,370 square kilometres occur in the Dorset region. 

 

Grassy woodland and forest  
Found on fertile soils, usually in low rainfall areas. The understorey is dominated by a 

diversity of grasses, sags, lilies, daisies, orchids, peas and other wildflowers. A range 

of eucalypt species can dominate the tree layer. 

 

Grassy/heathy woodland and forest 
This forest type has an understorey in which small-leaved shrubs and grasses make up 

more than 30% of the cover in the layer less than two metres tall. There may be a 

taller understorey layer in which wattles and she-oaks dominate, but this layer is 

sparser than the lower layer. Typical species in the understorey are heaths, acacias and 

legumes with the ground layer made up of wallaby grass, plume, spear and tussock 

grasses. A range of eucalypt species can dominate the tree layer. 

 

Heathy woodland and forest  
This type of dry sclerophyll forest has an understorey that is less than two metres tall 

and is dominated by small-leaved shrubs and/or bracken. The shrub layer species are 

typically acacias, heaths and legumes. This community type is typically associated 

with nutrient-poor sandy soils. A range of eucalypt species can dominate the tree 

layer. 

 

Shrubby forest  
Shrubby forest is dominated by small-leaved shrubs more than two metres tall, such 

as wattles and tea-trees. This community is found in moist conditions between wet 

forests and the heathy forest or grassy woodland and forest community types. A range 

of eucalypt species can dominate the tree layer. 
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Grassy woodland and forest Grassy/heathy woodland and forest 

Waterhouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heathy Woodland and Forest 

Gladstone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shrubby Forest 
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Bush with a tree layer made up of eucalypts 
 

Wet forest  
Broad-leaved tall shrubs and small trees such as dogwood, musk and blanket leaf 

dominate wet forest understorey. Wet forest can also have a ground layer dominated 

by ferns or an understorey dominated by temperate rainforest tress such as myrtle, 

beech, sassafras and celerytop pine. This vegetation community occurs on moderately 

fertile to fertile well-drained soils in areas of high rainfall. Ranges of eucalypts 

dominate the upper canopy. 

 

Mixed forest  
A vegetation community with an understorey of rainforest species and an overstorey 

of eucalypts that becomes sparse as the community matures. The understorey is 

usually 10-20 metres tall and the overstorey above 30 metres tall, except in some 

subalpine situations. Mixed forest areas tend to be protected from fire and tend to 

form a band between rainforest and wet forest. 

 

Sheoak woodland and forest  
She-oak dominates in dry areas with shallow and rocky soils on north-facing slopes. 

This community is common in the Dorset region, especially in the coastal areas. She-

oaks can be found as the dominant trees in woodland and forest and can also form a 

major understorey component of eucalypt forest. 

                

                         
                                     Source:  US Forest Service 
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Wet forest 

Oxberry Creek 
 

She-Oak Woodland and Forest 

Waterhouse Conservation Area 
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2.1.4 Bush with a tree layer made up of non-eucalypt 

trees 
Bush with tree layers made up of non-eucalypt species are divided into six sub-

communities and covers an area of 270 square kilometres in the Dorset region. 

 

Banksia scrub and woodland  
Banksia is common in the Dorset region with varying forms from a shrub or small 

tree from the coast to the upper hinterland areas. Banksia forms scrub and woodland 

on coastal sand dunes where fire frequency is low and in more suitable growing 

conditions can grow to a small tree. 

 

Sheoak woodland and forest  
She-oak dominates in dry areas with shallow and rocky soils on north-facing slopes. 

This community is common in the Dorset region, especially in the coastal areas. This 

community type differs from the same named community in section 4.7.1 (c) by not 

having an overstorey of eucalypts. 

 

Teatree and paperbark wet scrub and forest  
A common Dorset region vegetation community that is dominated by manuka, soft-

fruited tea-tree, shiny tea-tree, woolly tea-tree, swamp paperbark and scented 

paperbark. This community can have an understorey of rainforest species. 

 

Blackwood forest  
Blackwood forest occurs on swampland and well-drained areas. This community is 

widespread in lowland areas, except on the most infertile soils. 

 

Dry rainforest  
A rare vegetation community type that is confined to deep, south-facing rocky gullies 

in the driest parts of Tasmania. This community has a dense, closed upper canopy of 

small trees, usually native olive, pinkwood and dogwood with occasional emergent 

blackwoods. 

 

Temperate rainforest  
Temperate rainforest occurs predominantly in western Tasmania and the highlands of 

the Dorset region. The canopy in the Dorset region is dominated by myrtle, sassafras 

and celerytop pine. These species can occur either singularly or in combination. On 

the Mount Cameron range there is gully rainforest dominated by blackwood and 

sassafras. 
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Banksia scrub and woodland  She-oak woodland and forest 

Waterhouse Conservation Area  Waterhouse Conservation Area 

 

 

 

She-oak woodland and forest Tea-tree and paperbark wet scrub and forest 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Temperate rainforest 

Cuckoo Falls 
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2.2 Native Plant Species 
 

Common or notable plant species occurring in the Dorset region have been divided 

into a number of categories, as follows: 

 

1. Trees and shrubs. 

2. Small plants, herbs and grasses. 

3. Ferns and fern allies. 

 

The dominant species of each category occurring in the region are described here with 

a photograph to assist with identification in the field. For confident identification, it 

may be necessary to check more comprehensive botany sources.   

 

An excellent pictorial key to Tasmanian plants is at 

http://www.utas.edu.au/dicotkey/dicotkey/key.htm.  

 

 

2.2.1 Trees and shrubs 
 

There are 29 species of eucalypts in Tasmania, of which the most common in the 

northeast are described here. For eucalypt identification, it is often necessary to note 

adult leaves, juvenile leaves, buds, capsules and bark. 

 

Cabbage Gum, Weeping Gum 

Eucalyptus pauciflora 

 

Medium-sized tree, generally with a weeping habit, once more common on lowland 

flats and high plateaus. Can be easily identified by adult leavesô veins which run 

almost parallel to the mid rib. 

Myrtaceae 

 

White Gum, Manna Gum 

Eucalyptus viminalis 

 

Large tree that occurs in a wide variety of environments. Bark is smooth cream/white, 

streaked with grey, with a rough, grey ñstockingò on the lower parts of the trunk.  

Leaves are lanceolate. 

Myrtaceae  

 

http://www.utas.edu.au/dicotkey/dicotkey/key.htm
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Eucalyptus pauciflora 

Cabbage Gum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cabbage Gum leaf showing parallel veins. 

 

 

 

 

White Gum leaf   

 Eucalyptus viminalis White Gum  

Cabbage Gum flowering 
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Black Peppermint 

Eucalyptus amygdalina 

 

Medium to large tree that is one of the most common eucalypts in Tasmania and 

throughout the region, especially on dry and infertile sites. Bark is finely fibrous and 

persists on the trunks and branches, but may be smooth on smaller branches. Leaves 

are narrow. 

Myrtaceae  

 

Stringybark, Brown-top, Messmate 

Eucalyptus obliqua 

 

Large tree growing to heights of 70 metres or more. Bark is finely fibrous (but more 

furrowed than in Black Peppermint) and persists to the small branches. Broad leaves  

are dark, glossy green, with an asymmetrical (ñobliqueò) base. 

Myrtaceae  

 

Gum-topped Stringybark  

Eucalyptus delegatensis 

 

A very large tree up to 90 metres in height. Occurs in fertile mountain and plateaux 

soils, 400-900 metres above sea level, and forms pure stands in the Dorset region. 

Bark on the lower trunk is thick, reddish-brown and fibrous whereas the upper trunk 

and branches are smooth white and grey. Leaves are blue-green, with an asymmetrical 

base.  

Myrtaceae 
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Eucalyptus amygdalina, Black Peppermint   Black Peppermint leaf 
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Eucalyptus obliqua, Stringybark 
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Black Gum, Swamp Gum 

Eucalyptus ovata 

 

Widespread in woodlands and forest on swampy ground. A large tree with smooth 

bark, white, cream or pink in colour, and a rough ñstockingò at the base.  

The adult leaves are ovate to lanceolate, leathery and usually glossy and dark green on 

both surfaces. Leaf margins are undulating (wavey). 

Myrtaceae 

 

Giant Ash, Stringy Gum (northern Tas.), Swamp Gum (southern Tas.), 

Mountain Ash (Vic.) 

Eucalyptus regnans 

 

Widespread in the mid-altitudes (200-500m ASL) and high rainfall areas of the Dorset 

region, found on well-drained sites with fertile soil. The tallest known flowering plant 

in the world, with heights up to 100 metres. Outer bark shreds in long ribbons from 

the trunk and branches. Resemble large White Gums with lots of ribbons. 

The adult leaves are lanceolate and long, with an asymmetrical base.  

Myrtaceae 
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Eucalyptus ovata, Black Gum 

  

  Black gum leaf 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Eucalyptus regnans, Giant Ash 

 

Black gum in flower 

 

Giant Ash leaf 
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Sheoaks look like native pine trees, but are flowering plants, not at all related to 

pines. The ñneedlesò of Allocasuarina are actually modified branchlets, with the 

leaves reduced to tiny rings of scale-like teeth.  These adaptations allow sheoaks to 

grow in very dry environments.  Sheoaks also fix nitrogen (like peas and wattles do). 

 

Drooping Sheoak 

Allocasuarina verticillata 

 

A small tree that grows on dry, rocky, north-facing slopes. A very drought resistant 

species. Drooping grey-green branches.  Cone valves sharply pointed. 

Casuarinaceae 

 

 

Bulloak or Black Sheoak 

Allocasuarina littoralis 

 

A small tree with erect green branches. More common and widespread in the region 

than Sheoak and occurs in dense groups.  

Casuarinaceae 

 

Necklace Sheoak 

Allocasuarina monilifera 

 

A shrub like a stunted Bulloak, about 0.5 metre tall in heathlands where it is most 

common (but up to 4m tall in better conditions).  Found in a wide range of sites. 

(The similar Scrub Sheoak, A. paludosa, is less common and found only in damp, 

poorly-drained sites of northeast Tasmania. Very small cones, 1-1.5cm long.) 

Casuarinaceae  
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Allocasuarina verticillata, Sheoak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allocasuarina littoralis, Bulloak 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allocasuarina monilifera, Necklace Sheoak 

(Photograph by A. Povey) 
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Tasmania has 19 wattle species, ranging from large trees to small shrubs. Many of 

these are found in the region, with the most common listed here. Identification of 

wattles is based largely on the shape of the flower heads (globular balls or cylindrical 

spikes), the shape of the phyllodes (most species) or bipinnate leaves (3 species only) 

and the presence of glands.  Three threatened species of wattles are found in northeast 

Tasmania: Acacia pataczekii, A. siculiformis and A.ulicifolia. 

 

Silver Wattle  
Acacia dealbata 

 

A tall subcanopy tree in wet forest or a small tree in dry forest and woodland types. 

Common throughout the region. Flowers July to August with lemon or bright yellow 

globular heads of 25-30 flowers. Leaves are bipinnate and blue-green in colour. Like 

all wattles (as well as bushpeas and sheoaks), fixes nitrogen into the soil. 

Similar Black Wattle, A. mearnsii, has darker green leaves and flowers in early 

summer. 

Mimosaceae  

 

Blackwood 

Acacia melanoxylon 

Large tree up to 30 metres that is common in a wide range of habitats but growing 

best on moist, rich soils. A relatively slow-growing and long-lived wattle that 

produces excellent timber. Phyllodes (resemble but are not true leaves) are between 4 

and 10 centimetres long and a dull grey-green. Flowers are pale yellow, in globular 

heads. Flowers August to October. 

Mimosaceae  

 

Coast Wattle, (ñBoobiallaò)  

Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae 

A common shrub of the coastal sand dunes and internal relic dunes in the region. A 

very robust and quick growing native that can stabilise erosion areas and provide 

wind shelter. Phyllodes are dark green, elliptical and blunt with prominent veins 

parallel to the mid rib. Flowers are in cylindrical spikes, in August and September. 

The alternative common name, Boobialla, better applies to Myoporum insulare, an 

unrelated shrub also found at the coast. 

A closely related subspecies, Sydney Coast Wattle, is an invasive weed in some areas, 

including Bridport, and is sometimes still sold in nurseries.  It has longer, pointer 

phyllodes than the native. 

Mimosaceae 
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Acacia dealbata Silver Wattle 

  

 

 
 

Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood     Blackwoods 

        

 

Acacia longifolia subsp. sophorae   

Coast Wattle (native) 

Note short, rounded phyllodes. 

       

Acacia longifolia subsp. longifolia  

Sydney Coast Wattle (weed).  

Note long, pointed phyllodes. 
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Prickly Moses 

Acacia verticillata 

 

Shrub that is widespread in damp areas. Prickly plants that can withstand grazing 

pressure. The spikes are phyllodes (apparent leaves) arranged in rings. Flowers are 

yellow and arranged in a cylindrical spike, flowering in spring and summer. 

Mimosaceae  

 

Sweet-scented Wattle  

Acacia suaveolens 

 

Early spring-flowering shrub in heaths and heathy woodlands. Phyllodes (ñleavesò) 

are grey-green in colour and narrow-lanceolate up to 10 cm in length. Flowers are 

lemon-coloured, sweet-scented and ball-shaped. 

Mimosaceae  

 

Sunshine Wattle 

Acacia terminalis 

 

Flowers in winter in a variety of habitats, but mostly in inland areas in open forest, 

woodland and heath areas. 

Bipinnate leaves are dark green, but paler on the underside. Flowers are yellow and 

globular. 

Mimosaceae    
 

Spreading Wattle  

Acacia genistifolia 

 

Common, prickly, small shrub, widespread in heaths and dry forests. Phyllodes 

(ñleavesò) are variable in size, sickle-shaped and sharply pointed, with a prominent 

central vein, on angular stems (a ridge on the stem below each phyllode). Flowers (in 

spring) are in yellow balls on slender stalks, usually 2 or 3 together in leaf axils. 

Mimosaceae  

 

Juniper Wattle  

Acacia ulicifolia 

 

A rare plant with its stronghold in coastal heaths and woodlands of northeast 

Tasmania.  Can be mistaken for Spreading Wattle, but phyllodes are finer and linear, 

tapering to a sharp point, and stems are rounded, not ridged.  Early spring-flowering 

shrub in heaths and heathy woodlands. Flowers are in cream/yellow balls on slender 

stalks, usually single in leaf axil. 

Mimosaceae  
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Acacia verticillata Prickly Moses 

(Photograph by Anna Povey.) 

 

Acacia suaveolens Sweet-scented Wattle 

 

 

 

 

Acacia terminalis Sunshine Wattle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acacia ulicifolia Juniper Wattle ï rare 

(Photograph by A.Povey) 

 

 

Acacia genistifolia Spreading Wattle 

(Photograph by A.Povey) 
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Banksia 

Banksia marginata 

 

Small tree or shrub. Flowers crowded into a dense spike up to 10 centimetres long, 

lemon-yellow to golden. Flowers spring to early winter. An important nectar source 

for native birds. 

Proteaceae  

 

Prickly Box 

Bursaria spinosa 

 

A tree up to 10 metres or shrub. Common throughout the region on drier sites. Can 

withstand considerable stock grazing pressure. Flowers between November and 

January, producing numerous white flowers which are important food for butterflies 

and many other insects in summer. Fruit is a flattened capsule with many capsules in a 

single seedpod. 

Pittosporaceae  

 

Native Cherry  

Exocarpos cupressiformis 

 

A tree up to 8 metres. This plant is a root parasite that feeds off other plants. Bark is 

brown ridged and the leaves are reduced to minute scales. Flowers in spring and fruit 

are succulent red and edible. Common throughout the region, especially in the drier 

sand areas and dry forest and woodland types. 

Santalaceae  

 

Swamp Paperbark  
Melaleuca ericifolia 

 

Small tree or shrub that is common in poorly drained areas, even in slightly saline 

conditions. Capsules are a cluster on the stem and branches; flowers are pale yellow 

during spring and summer. This species can form pure stands in wet areas. 

Myrtaceae   
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Bursaria spinosa Prickly Box attracts butterflies 

(Photograph by A. Povey) 

 

Banksia marginata Banksia 

(Photograph by A. Povey) 
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Exocarpos cupressiformis Native Cherry 

(Photographs by A. Povey) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melaleuca ericifolia Swamp Paperbark 
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There are 8 species of teatree (Leptospermum) in Tasmania, largely distinguished by 

capsule features. The most common are featured here. Teatree flowers are white with 

five round petals and five triangular sepals. Smoky Teatree, L. glaucescens, is also 

sometimes found in this region, and has red, succulent capsules.  Paperbarks 

(Melaleuca species) are sometimes known as teatrees also. 

 

Woolly Teatree  

Leptospermum lanigerum 

 

Small tree or shrub that is widespread in moist sites throughout the region. Young 

leaves and shoots are covered with soft silky hairs, so shrub often has a greyish look. 

The sepals and young capsules are also covered in silky hairs. Flowers in spring and 

summer. 

Myrtaceae  

 

Common Teatree, Manuka 

Leptospermum scoparium 

 

Shrub that is widespread throughout the region in a number of habitats. Usually 

occurs in areas that are waterlogged for part of the year and also occurs in heath and 

dry woodland and forest areas.); flowering in spring and summer. Leaves are more 

pointed than in other local teatree species, so feels somewhat prickly. 

Myrtaceae  

 

Coast Teatree 

Leptospermum laevigatum 

 

Small tree or large shrub that occurs on coastal dunes in the region. Can dominate and 

invade vegetation, so should be managed with care and not planted outside its natural 

range, but it can be a useful plant in harsh coastal environments. Leaves are grey and 

larger than in other species; up to 25 mm long. Flowers in spring and summer. 

Myrtaceae 
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Leptospermum lanigerum  

Woolly Teatree 

(Photograph by A.Povey) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Leptospermum scoparium Common Teatree (Manuka) 

  

     

 

 
Leptospermum laevigatum Coast Teatree 
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Kunzea 

Kunzea ambigua 

 

A common shrub of the hinterland of the Dorset region. A prolific grower and 

coloniser of disturbed areas. Can dominate and invade vegetation, so should be 

managed with care and not planted outside its natural range, but is useful in the right 

place. The leaves are narrow and dull green. Flowers are white and crowded into 

flowering heads, honey-scented flowers in September to October. 

Myrtaceae   

 

Coast Beardheath, Currant Bush   
Leucopogon parviflorus  

 

A common shrub in coastal heaths and dry forests. Leaves are dull green and 1.5-2.5 

centimetres long and 4-6 mm wide with prominent parallel veins on the underside, 

which is an identifying characteristic of the Epacridaceae family. Flowers are white 

and covered in white hairs which look like a beard; hence the name Beardheath for 

this genus. Flowers in spring. Fruit are a cream colour and edible. 

Epacridaceae  

 

Wedding Bush 

Ricinocarpos pinifolius 

 

A beautiful shrub, with a covering of bright white flowers in early spring, which has 

its stronghold in this region. Common in heathlands and open woodlands. Leaves 

narrow, 2-3 centimetres long and 1-3 mm wide. Fruit is spherical and about 12 mm in 

diameter. 

Euphorbiaceae  

 

Handsome Flatpea  

Platylobium formosum 

 

A common pea flower in sandy heaths, distinguished from other bushpeas by the 

triangular-shaped leaves of 2-6 centimetres long with a sharp point. Flowers are 

brown and yellow and about 1 centimetre long, in early spring. Common on the relic 

dune ridges as an understorey plant.  

Two other Platylobium species may also be found in the region and are smaller, more 

wiry shrubs. 

Fabaceae  
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Ricinocarpos pinifolius Wedding Bush 
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Common Dogwood 

Pomaderris apetala 

 

Very common small tree, often dominating the understorey of moist forests.  Leaves 

are large, 4-10 centimetres long, with indented veins on upper surface and dense star-

shaped hairs on the undersurface. Flowers are small and numerous in clusters but an 

insignificant cream to greenish-brown colour, without petals; flowers in spring.  

Rhamnaceae  

 

Yellow Dogwood 

Pomaderris elliptica 

 

Shrub found in a variety of habitats of the region, especially rocky hillsides. Leaves 

are leathery and 1-4 centimetres long and dark green in colour. Flowers are lemon or 

golden yellow in large heads at the end of the branches; flowers in spring.  

Rhamnaceae  

 

Dusty Daisybush 

Olearia phlogopappa 

 

A shrub growing up to 2 metres in height. Common in dry forests. Leaves variable; 

elliptical, 1 - 4cm long, usually with round-toothed margins, grey-green to dark green 

with densely hairy undersurface. Flowers are usually white, typical ñdaisy-shapeò and 

on side branches, flowers in spring to early summer. 

There are many different daisybush species (as well as other daisy genera), which can 

be difficult to distinguish. Olearia phlogopappa, O. lirata and O. stellulata are three 

common species that are closely related and sometimes intergrade. 

Asteraceae  

 

Erect Currantbush  

Leptomeria drupacea 

 

A common bush in the region, especially in dry forest and woodland areas. Leaves are 

small on twigs not unlike the she-oak or bull-oak leaves. Flowers are white, small 

(less than 3 mm across) and sweet scented. Fruit are edible and pleasantly sour. 

Flowers from September to December. Known as Broom Bush, Maresô Tails and 

Drupe Bush. 

Santalaceae  
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Sassafras 

Atherosperma moschatum 

 

A large conical tree growing to over 40 metres in height. Very common rainforest 

tree. The leaves and bark have a distinctive sarsaparilla smell and taste. The leaves are 

distinctively toothed with a green and shiny upper surface and a paler undersurface. 

Flowers in September-October with the fruit a woody knob. 

Monimiaceae 

 

Myrtle  

Nothofagus cunninghamii 

 

Large spreading tree that grows as tall as 50 metres. A dominant rainforest tree or 

shrub in alpine areas that spreads a dense canopy of leaves that shade out most plants 

except ferns. The leaves are small and flat with a toothed margin. Flowers in 

November-December and the fruits are a small winged nut with an outside husk. 

Fagaceae 
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2.2.2 Small plants, herbs and grasses  
 

Tiger Orchid  

Diuris sulphurea 

 

A common orchid in the region in spring, in a variety of well-drained lowland 

habitats, from heaths and grasslands to woodlands. Flowers are bright yellow with 

dark blotches.  Flowering is stimulated by summer fires. 

There are over 200 species of orchids in Tasmania (7 Diuris species), so precise 

identification requires care and reference to detailed books. 

Orchidaceae  

 

Mountain Clematis 

Clematis aristata 

 

A common climber with prominent white flowers in early spring. Leaves are opposite, 

made up of three leaflets and up to 8 centimetres long. The flowers are large with long 

petals.  

There are several Clematis species in this region.  Clematis aristata has largest leaves 

and tends to be found in moist forests. C. clitorioides is also widespread in moist to 

dry forests. C. microphylla grows close to the coast.  C. gentianoides grows along the 

ground rather than climbing. 

Ranunculaceae  

 

Common Heath 

Epacris impressa 

 

Very common, small heath plant that favours open areas, especially roadsides. 

Flowers can be white, pink or red. Flowers autumn-winter-spring and provides an 

important nectar source when other flowering plants are dormant. Leaves are short 

and sharply pointed. 

There are 28 species of Epacris in Tasmania, and more genera in this family.  

Epacridaceae  

 

Candles  

Stackhousia monogyna 

 

A common herb in the region occurring in a variety of habitats. Very distinctive long 

white flower heads that can reach 80 centimetres in length. Flowers in spring and 

summer. 

Stackhousiaceae  
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Diuris sulphurea    Clematis aristata Clematis 

Tiger Orchid    (Photograph by A.Povey) 

(Photograph by A.Povey) 

 

 

 

 

Stackhousia monogyna Candles  

 

Epacris impressa Common Heath 

(Photograph by A.Povey) 
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Buzzy  

Acaena novae-zelandiae 

 

Common herb in the region that forms a mat of ground cover in suitable habitat. 

Leaves are light green, opposite and about 15 mm long and 5 mm wide. Flowers are 

white on a ball shaped flower head, which later becomes the sticky head well known 

to fun-loving children and furry animals, flowers in spring-summer.   

Rosaceae  

 

Blue Lovecreeper  

Comesperma volubile 

 

A delicate climbing plant, often overlooked when not in flower. Leaves oblong-linear 

up to 30 mm in length. Flowers in terminal or axillary racemes, flowers are blue-

mauve and about 10 mm wide. Flowers in spring in the region.  

Polygalaceae 

 

Hop Native-primrose  

Goodenia lanata 

 

A small herb common in open areas throughout the region. Arises from a base rosette 

of stalked toothed tennis racket shaped leaves. Flowers are about 2 cm long with five 

petals, flowers in spring and summer. 

Five Goodenia species in Tasmania all have similar flowers.  

Goodeniaceae  

 

Spreading Guineaflower 

Hibbertia procumbens 

 

A small prostrate plant common throughout the region where light penetrates the 

ground in heaths and woodlands. Leaves linear with a blunt end and up to 2.5 cm 

long. Striking yellow flowers in spring and summer. Petals are heart-shaped, as in all 

Hibbertias, but this speciesô flowers have a distinctively unpleasant odour at close 

quarters. Most other Hibbertia species in the region are an erect or scrambling shrub.   

Dilleniaceae  

 

Showy Bossia 

Bossiaea cinerea 

 

A pea in the form of a small shrub that either spreads or can be erect. This pea is very 

common in the Dorset region, especially on drier and sandy banks. The flowers are a 

mass of brown and yellow in spring. The leaves are 1 to 3 centimetres long tapering to 

a point. 

Fabaceae  

 



BEASTS, BUSH & BUGS ï a FIELD GUIDE for NE TASMANIA 

              DORSET NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  

43 

 

 

 

 

Acaena novae-zelandiae Buzzy  Comesperma volubile Blue Lovecreeper 

     (Photograph by A.Povey)  

 

 

Goodenia lanata Native Primrose   Hibbertia procumbens  

Spreading Guineaflower 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bossiaea cinerea Showy Bossia 

(Photograph by A.Povey) 
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Native Pigface 

Carpobrotus rossii 

 

Succulent groundcover in sandy areas and coastal environments in the region. Leaves 

are triangular in section with a pointed end. Flowers light purple 4-6 cm in diameter 

and solitary, flowers in spring and summer. Fruit is fleshy and fig-like and edible.   

Some similar, larger species are introduced. 

Aizoaceae  

 

Dwarf Riceflower  

Pimelea humilis 

 

A small plant common in open and dry areas in the region, especially dry forest and 

woodland and roadsides. Leaves are about 1 cm long in opposite pairs. Flowers are 

white in groups at the end of the branches, flowers in spring and summer. 

There are 18 Pimelea species in Tasmania, which have very similar flowers.  P. 

humilis is the smallest and one of the most widespread.   

Thymelaeaceae  

 

Hairy Pinkbells, Black-eyed Susan 

Tetratheca pilosa 

 

Small shrub up to 60 cm tall and with a spectacular show of purple or mauve flowers. 

This plant is common in the region in heaths and dry forest and woodland. Leaves are 

narrow-linear up to 10 mm long and soft. Flowers have 4 petals and black stamens on 

the end of the stems in crowded heads, flowers in spring and summer. 

Several other Tetratheca species in the region are difficult to distinguish. 

Tremandraceae  

 

Short Purpleflag 

Patersonia fragilis 

 

A small iris with flowers and leaves arising from the ground. Leaves are long and 

narrow, up to 30 centimetres long with a point. The flower stalk in this species is 

shorter than the leaves, blue-mauve. Flowers from November to January. 

Iridaceae 

 

Long Purpleflag 

Patersonia occidentalis 

 

Similar to the Short Purpleflag above but with a long flowering stem that is longer 

than the thin flat leaves. Grows in wetter areas than the Short Purpleflag, however, the 

two species have been found growing together on the Lakes Entrance property.  

Iridaceae 
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Carpobrotus rossii Native Pigface  Pimelea humilis Common Riceflower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tetratheca pilosa Hairy Pinkbells  Short Purpleflag Patersonia fragilis 

(Photograph by A.Povey) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patersonia occidentalis Long Purpleflag 
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Sagg    

Lomandra longifolia 

 

A very common understorey tussocky plant. This species persists under heavy grazing 

pressure and can be an important colonising species for remnant vegetation 

regeneration and erosion control. Leaves with a notched end, which is a distinguishing 

feature of the species. Flowers are small and crowded into a spiny group of flowers, 

flowers are yellowish or light straw coloured. 

Xanthorrhoeaceae  

 

White Flag-iris  

Diplarrena moraea 

 

A very common iris in the region on roadsides and as an understorey plant. The white 

flowers on long stalks are very distinctive and it can form a carpet of plants in suitable 

areas. Used extensively for highly polluted areas such as highway verges and dividers. 

Leaves are long and narrow with parallel veins from 30-60 centimetres in length. 

Flowers in spring and summer. 

Iridaceae  

 

 

Kangaroo Grass  

Themeda triandra 

 

A large and common perennial grass that is common in the region and mostly 

dominates native grasslands in the region. Leaves are folded or keeled along the 

midrib, pale green when fresh and rusty red when dry. The red colouring in late 

summer and autumn is a distinguishing characteristic of this grass, apart from its 

length as compared to other native grasses in the region. Flowers are at the end of the 

stalk, which can be as high as 1 m and consist of stalked clusters of green and purple 

spikelets, flowers in October and November. This grass cannot tolerate overgrazing 

by stock and has a limited distribution in heavily stocked farmland. 

Poaceae  
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Lomandra longifolia Sagg   Diplarrena moraea White Flag-iris 

(Photograph by A.Povey) 

 

 

 

 

 

Kangaroo Grass seedhead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themeda triandra Kangaroo Grass 












































































































































































































































