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Drys Bluff (taytitikithika) 



Recognition of Traditional Owners 

Today we visit two sites that are not only significant in terms of their natural values, but 

more importantly offer us an opportunity to pay our respects to the traditional owners 

past, present and future. The Liffey site in particular has a sad history. 

Geological Context 

Sections 1 and 2 of the handout provide a basic overview of the broader global and local 

geological contexts here in Tasmania (Section 1, Pages 1 & 2). Pages 1 to 8 of Section 2 pre-

sent a general overview of Tasmanian geology for background reading. Section 3 deals 

with the specific Permian contexts we will visit today.  

Geological Time Series in Tasmania 

The chart on Page 2 of Section 1 shows the geological time series here in Tasmania.   

The sedimentary rocks we will be looking at today are located in what is termed the Low-

er Parmeener Super-Group (Section 2, Page 9). These are rocks that were deposited during 

the Carboniferous and Permian periods (about 300–250 million years BP). At the end of 

this time (the boundary between the Permian and Triassic periods), there was a period of 

great upheaval, during which over 90% of marine species went extinct (one of the great 

die-offs during the history of life on Earth).  

The Upper Parmeener Super-Group (a fresh water group of formations) was formed dur-

ing the Triassic period, which occurred approximately 250–205 million years BP.  

Fossil Types and Abundances over Geological Time 

Section 1, Page 3 presents an idea of the types and abundances of fossils over time. The 

context is global, so the application here in Tasmania is quite general. 

Site visits 

Liffey: Lower Car Park Reserve 

Our first stop will be the lower carpark at Liffey. As you drive in you will glimpse the 

grandeur of Drys Bluff (taytitikithika), part of the Great Western Tiers (Kooparoona Nia-

ra).  Near the reserve area are two beautiful waterways: Liffey River (tilapangka) and Pag-

es Creek.  On arrival, we can take a few moments to enjoy the setting as we reflect on the 

history of the area and I hand out some background reading material. 



There are amenities nearby. 

As we ascend the nearby track, heading toward Drys Bluff {MAP 1} we will pass near 

Pages Creek. We can take a few minutes to enjoy the ambience before commencing a 

short walk up the track to view some of the early Permian formations, before reaching the 

Liffey sandstone (the lower Permian Freshwater Formation). There we can observe some 

of the plant fossil residues. This will be followed by a walk further up the track to see 

some of the marine fossils (part of the Poatina Formation).  

Poatina – Liffey Sandstone Fossil site nearby Poatina Village 

Our second stop is a fossil site near the Poatina Township [MAP 2]. Poatina is on the 

fringe of the Central Plateau and the name is aboriginal for "cavern". 

There are some good examples of plant fossils at this site. I thank the Poatina Manage-

ment for permission to enter the site area. 

There are cafés and amenities in the township.  
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